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COMING OF AGE:

Carrie Rathmann, Executive Director

OUR

SECOND GENERATION
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Sophie Bronstein (Carrie’s mother) and Executive Director Carrie Rathmann

Ah, to be 21... start of
adulthood. For RTP, 21 also marks our
second generation of serving low-

the “official”

income communities. This year has been
a busy one—helping more than 70
individuals and families, improving the
physical spaces of four community-
based organizations, and undertaking

il

THE POWER OF HALF

The Power of Half is this year’s “One
Book, One RTP” selection. A father
and daughter, Kevin and Hannah
Salwen, tell the story of how Hannah
(then 14 years old) convinces her
family to give half of everything they
own to charity.

This act has had a significant
impact on the beneficiaries of their
generosity as well as the Salwens,
bringing Joan, Kevin, Hannah, and
Joseph Salwen closer together as a
family.

Pick up The Power of Half for your
summer reading. One dollar of
every purchase will support the
national office of Rebuilding
Together.
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considerable landscaping and beauti-
fication as part of three Block Builds.
Over the past 21 years, we have
made critical repairs for a total of 935
homeowners and 43 community
agencies. Our second generation will
be marked by strategically impacting

and empowering whole communities

(not just individuals) to sustain the
repairs RTP volunteers carry out. It also
ushers in the engagement of sons and
daughters of our earliest volunteers.
Continuing the family legacy of RTP
service, these second generation
volunteers are emerging as leaders for
homeowner and community projects
as well as behind the scenes efforts.

| treasure our heritage and the
relationships built over time with
volunteers, homeowners, communities
and other partners. | believe these
relationships are part of what makes
RTP such an incredible organization.

It is with great pride in our past that
we look to the future. Thank you for

being part of this.

Carrie Rathmann
Executive Director

OUR MISSION

Bringing volunteers and communities together to

iImprove the lives and homes of homeowners in need.

ﬁ logether.

RTP is an independent,
local affiliate of
Rebuilding Together,
Inc., a national
network of 206
affiliates serving 2,000
communities focused
on preserving afford-
able homeownership.

CONTACT US
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rebuildingphilly.org




BOARD MEMBERS

Peter C. Beale
KPMG LLP

Robert Bellinger,
ASB Capital Management, Inc.

Robert S. Bright,
Talson Solutions, LLC

Joseph Comly,
IKEA

Beth Goodell,
Community Legal Services

Gwen Gregory,
Independence Blue Cross (retired)

Peter Hardy,
Post & Schell, P.C.

Robert Hughes,
Sunoco, Inc.

Wendy Klein Keane, Esq.
Pepper Hamilton, LLP

Doug Leach,
K. Hovnanian Homes

Solomon Liou
Visiting Board Member, Wharton
Nonprofit Leadership Program

Margo Slowik Mocarski,
CresaPartners, LLC

Lisa Most,
Pennsylvania Real Estate
Investment Trust

Debra Ann K. O’Donnell, CPA

Eric Redline,
ImpactRX

Jennifer Shropshire,
Edward F. Swenson & Associates, Inc.

HONORARY

Tony Chan, Esq.,
Dechert LLC

Gary Drumheller
Opus East LLC

Gabriel Mandujano,
The Enterprise Center CDC

Kathleen May Seweryn,
William R. May Funeral Home

Ed Vasoli,
Vasoli Electric, Inc.

CONTRACTORS

Jim Coburn,
Operations Manager

Carrie Rathmann,
Executive Director

Jennifer Wootten,
Administrator & Program Coordinator
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Grace Johnson and her daughter
Chanel moved into Walnut Hill 32 years
ago, and became rehab partners.
When Chanel was only 16, they lined
the living room wall with mirrors (after
stripping layers of wallpaper) and
replaced the drop ceiling.

When RTP came to Walnut Hill via the
Enterprise Center CDC, Grace was
involved since she is co-captain of the
block.
skeptical, “It can’t be for real.” Having

At the same time, she was

done work in her house for years, she
knew what it takes to do home repairs.

Homeowner Grace Johnson and Tamica Tanksley of Senator Vincent Hughes’ Office

~
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Five homeowners were accepted in
the fall of 2009 for the initial Block Build.
After seeing the promises come to
fruition—*“It made me a believer’—
Grace started to spread the word in
earnest. As a result, 22 homeowners
were in the spring Block Build and RTP
has become integral to Grace’s
community advocacy. In her role as
Financial Secretary of the Walnut Hill
Association, Grace is delighted that
these resources came to her neighbor-
hood, “especially for seniors who have
to live on a fixed income.”

WHO: WOMEN HELPING OTHERS

Cindy Hunter, BeautiControl Director,
represented the WHO (Women
Helping Others®) Foundation in the
presentation of a $20,000 grant to RTP
at the Walnut Hill Block Build. This was
her introduction to RTP, and her report
to Cindy Turek, WHO Foundation
executive director, illustrates how
impressed she was with RTP’s mission
and work.

“What an awesome experience!
There were six of us, including a child
of a colleague (quite an eye opening
experience for this 10 year old)! It was
exciting to give WHO money locally. |
cannot wait to share my experience
with the rest of the team. You made
the right choice in awarding money
to this amazing group. We met
volunteer teams and toured some of
the homes that were being worked
on. You would not believe the
condition of some of these homes. We
went into one where, had we not

been told people were living there,
we would have thought it was
abandoned. They had even been
living without a kitchen, which was
being worked on that day!!! | can
hardly even write without being in
tears, and | know everyone else felt
the same way. It makes me thankful
for what | have and realize what is just
45 minutes from my home. What is
really exciting is that for every dollar
given, they get $5.00 worth of repairs
so our $20,000 is times five, but they
need so much more than that!!”

BeautiControl is an international
direct-sales company with an
independent sales force offering high
quality skin care and spa treatment
products. BeautiControl is committed
to giving back to local communities
across the United States and Puerto
Rico through its charity of choice, the
WHO Foundation.




POPULAR MECHANICS: GO GREEN, GARFIELD STREET

“Go Green Garfield” was the chant of
55 volunteers on June 5 as they helped
22 homeowners on E. Garfield Street in
the Wister section of Germantown.

Sponsored by Popular Mechanics, this
Block Build is saving people money
and saving the planet for the next
generation. Three stand-out projects
augmented the A to Z energy efficient
Perhaps

this will inspire projects in your home?

upgrades for homeowners.

Community Garden

RTP helped the neighborhood get
permission to clear out a vacant lot to
install a community garden. Designed
by Matthew Brener, the garden took
shape thanks to the energies of
Popular Mechanics’” employees. They
came down from New York City in full
force, ready to work. A block captain
will lead monitoring and managing the
garden once it’s installed.

Flow-through Planter

The Philadelphia Water Department
built a prototype flow-through planter,
and was eager to have a host to put
one into action. Flow-through planters
reduce storm water flow rates, volume
and temperature, and improve water
quality. They are designed so that they
don’t infiltrate the ground. Sundrops,
pink muhly grass, smooth blue asters,
alpine violets, and prairie dropseed
are now blooming in front of Earl
Tribble’s house on Garfield Street.

Solar Hot Water Heater

Justin Seweryn’s experience with solar
energy in India made him a natural to
work alongside Brian Duncan of Arvak

Energy Solutions to install a solar hot

water heater at Mamie Pugh's house.
Justin explains the benefits, “We selected
Mrs. Pugh to be the recipient of the solar
hot water heater because she has
grandchildren living in her house; she’ll
get more bang for the buck than a
person living alone. A lot of home
energy use goes to heating hot water. A
solar hot water heater generates 20-40%
energy savings because it uses electricity
only as a back up.”

Justin continues, “The educational
component to this project is key. The oil
spill in the gulf is evidence of the
importance of renewable energy. It
reduces the dollars spent on energy and
the

Everyone can play a role.”

impact on the environment.

Brian Arvak and Justin Seweryn © 2010 T. Vachon

2009-2010

PROJECT

OVERVIEW

27 homeowners
Walnut Hill, West Philadelphia
Fall 2009 and Spring 2010
Main sponsor—Cricket
Communications

12 homeowners
Wister, Germantown
Sponsored by various donors/funders

22 homeowners (energy efficiency)
E. Garfield Street, Wister, Germantown
Sponsored by Popular Mechanics

4 homeowners, Germantown
Sponsored by various donors/funders
1 homeowner, Germantown
Sponsored by Sears Heroes at Home

3 homeowners, home modifications
North Philadelphia
Sponsored by Aetna with MossRehab

6 homeowners throughout the region:
Norristown, Overbrook, Oxford Circle,
Swedeland, West Shore,
Westville, New Jersey

Face to Face, Washeteria
Germantown
Sponsored by Opus East, LLC

St. Luke’s Chapel House
Glenside

SHARE
Hunting Park, MLK Day of Service

Center for Culinary Enterprises,
Walnut Hill
Sponsored by Gerhard’s Appliances




THANKS TO OUR
2009-2010 SPONSORS*

Civic Leaders— $50,000 or more
Cricket Communications
Sears Holdings Heroes at Home

Community Leaders—
$25,000-$49,999

Popular Mechanics
PREIT/Portfolio Marketing Group

Community Sponsors—

$10,000-$24,999

Aetna

Bike & Build

BNY Mellon

Merck & Co., Inc.

The Wachovia Wells Fargo
Foundation

WHO Foundation

Neighborhood Sponsors—
$7,500-$9,999

Dragon Boat Teams/Sponsors
Gerhard’s Appliances

Lowe's

Block Sponsors—$5,000-$7,499
The Home Depot

Daniel A. Schryer

Individuals via United Way

House Sponsors—$3,000-$4,999

The Bank of America Charitable
Foundation, Inc.

Robert Bellinger

Booz Allen Hamilton

Sophie & Ed Bronstein

Cooper Lighting

Duck for Cover Dodgeball
Tournament

Keystone Mercy Health Plan

Linebarger Goggan Blair &
Sampson, LLP

Mercantile Beneficial Association

Anne and Frank Palopoli

The Prudential Insurance Company
of America

Resource Real Estate, Inc.

Brian Westbrook

Wharton Graduate Association

Henrietta Tower Wurts Memorial
Foundation

Neighbors—$1,000-$2,999
Anonymous (2)
Arvak Energy Solutions
Peter C. Beale
Columbia Bank
Cooper Lighting
Kathy-Ann Baus
Patrick Coyne
Dean Special Risk
Epiphany of Our Lord Church
First Presbyterian Church of
Germantown
continued...

SHOUT OUTS TO. ..

It would be impossible to do justice in
acknowledging the contributions of all
our 1,000+ volunteers. We’re singling
out a few hoping that the rest of you
will still know that every ounce of your
support is very much appreciated.

Charlie Gans, Brent Nash, Alex Popp,
and Jesse Seidman for leading the
Wharton RTP program, garnering a
nomination by Wharton administrators
for the national TeamMBA Award,
which is administered by the Graduate
Management Admission Council”.

From Heather VanHeusen, Debby
Schultz for “always being a joy to work
with” and Janet Scannell for “her
innovative leadership.”

Becky Seweryn for being the first
person to establish a monthly, recurring
gift to RTP via Network for Good
(www.rebuildingphilly.org/youcanhelp.htm).

Ryan Casey, Adam Feder, Ryan
Galloway, and Mike Tolino from the
University of Delaware student team
for providing us with strategies to build
our social networking capabilities.

Marty Boland and Linda Quiring for
building amazing flower box benches
for the Walnut Hill community garden.

Arjun Bhima and Janish Shah for
leading Social Impact Consulting
Group teams in providing advice on
financial systems and office space.

Becky’s Beauties for always taking on
a big homeowner project and always
doing it in style.

Independence Blue Cross and Wayne
Presbyterian Church for joining forces
on one of the toughest homeowner
projects this year, for which the family
of ten in Wister is most appreciative.

Michael Kane for leading land-
scaping efforts and initiating partner-
ships with sustainable building trade
organizations.

Scott Gardner for coming out year
after year for the past 21 years.

Stay tuned for an announcement of
our 2010 Volunteer Award winners.
Two reveals: a public event as well as
on Facebook. Become a fan—"RT
Philadelphia”—to catch the news.

“God sends us blessings in many shapes and
forms, and you all are a blessing to me and my family.
Thank you so much for all of your support and
hard team work and efforts.”
Deidre Wilson, 2010 RTP Homeowner

© 2010 T. Vachon
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Homeowner Diane Hawkins was at
the center of a major Sears-sponsored
project. To her it’s both thriling and
daunting. “I'm overwhelmed. It’s a
godsend.” To Sears, her story was so
inspiring that it increased its sponsor-
ship through its Heroes at Home initia-
tive that supports home repairs and
other projects for returning veterans.

Diane’s story starts with her son
David’s birth. “He was born here,
literally. On the step. We couldn’t
make it to the hospital. He went into
the service when he was 17. | had to
sign for him. It was July 2001. After
9/11, | wanted my signature back! He
was so young it was difficult at first. He
kept asking for candy, missing the taste
of home. So, | put Tastykakes in his
care packages. Oh, and he went nuts
over the Cow Tales.”

David has since travelled the globe
and served four tours in Iraq. He’s
coming to the States in July with his
wife (who he met in Germany) and
two children; eventually he’ll be home
literally and figuratively, joining Diane
and his sister. The house has been
through a lot since Diane grew up
there. Her father was handy; Diane
has neither the skills nor the financial
resources for the level of maintenance
and repairs this old house needs.
Becky’s Beauties is the volunteer team
who did Phase |, working several
weekends. Thisincluded ceiling repairs

SEARS: HEROES AT HOME, COMING HOME

Homeowner Diane Hawkins and Volunteer Mike Jurbala
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(after RTP repaired the roof), flooring,
plumbing, and electrical repairs. All
three bathrooms were renovated by the
Stock Group. A back room was rebuilt,
and the dilapidated porch that was a
hazard, especially with young children
living in the house, was removed.

Sears stepped in for Phase I, adding to
their sponsorship dollars. Sears has
provided EnergyStar appliances, making
Diane the envy of the block. (We’re not
positive, but some may be helping extra
in exchange for laundry rights!) Two
dozen Sears’ employees came on June
30 to prep and paint the entire house,
and to do the finishing touches. Mark
Martin, Manager of the only Sears store
in the City of Philadelphia (Cottman
Avenue) is proud of the role they play.
“Regionally, we’ve raised more for the
Locally,
through the register donations and bake
sales, Hawaiian Day, jeans day, etc. we

cause than anybody else.

all really get behind this.”

Carmen Gonzalez, self-professed
expert at getting other employees to
donate, says “It’s nice to see where the
dollars go. You see that it really mat-
ters.” Edna Morales chimes in, “This day
is a great experience. | think it’s impor-
tant to do something for someone else. |
want my kids to learn this.”

At the end of the day, the volunteers
looked pleased with the work they had
done to help Diane’s family and others.
They should have. Thank you Sears!

Diane Fitzgerald

GlaxoSmithKline

W.L. Gore & Associates, Inc.

The Hankin Group

Nina Rivera and Peter Hardy

Honeywell Hometown Solutions

Robert Hughes

Janney Montgomery Scott

Jones Apparel Group USA, Inc.

John Keith

Wendy and Justin Klein Keane

Keystone Mercy Health Plan
Employees

Lydia & David Konopka

Michelle and Jason Kopp

Wiliam R. May Funeral Home

Pepper Hamilton LLP

The Philadelphia Committee of
the Garden Club of America

Amanda and Eric Redline

Vasoli Electric Co., Inc.

Waste Management of PA, INc.

Wayne Presbyterian Church

Friends—$500 to $999

Beneficial Bank

Eric Berman

Barbara Anne Salkin & Robert
Bronstein

Building Owners and Managers
Association

Burlington/Camden County Savings
League

Joan Burnes

Shannon Farmer

Kathy and Gerry Flaherty

Beth Goodell

Dawn Gietzen & Warren Hardy

Pat Jehle

Denise and Douglas Leach

Christopher Evans and Lisa Most

Oms for Homes—Yoga Party

Eric Orts

Carmelan Polce

Michael Pongracz

Carrie and Robert Rathmann

Residential Energy Solutions

The Scullin Group

Selas Fluid Processing Corp.

Susan Swan

Talson Solutions LLC

ML Unlimited

ENDOWMENT

MAJOR GIFTS 09-10

Robert Bellinger
In memory of Peter C. Daggett
Nina Rivera and Peter Hardy
Christopher Evans and Lisa Most
In memory of Michael F. O’Malley
In memory of Stephen C. Seweryn:
Anonymous
Kathleen and H. Jay Bellwoar
Jennie and Andrew Comerford
Janet Scannell and Beth Goodell
The Seweryn Family

* Note: list as of press time.




BLAIR & SAMPSON,

LLP

LINEBARGER GOGGAN

Since 50% of its law practice is on real
estate issues, Linebarger Goggan Blair
& Sampson, LLP’s house sponsorship of
RTP was a natural. Moreover, attorney
Sharon Humble related the series of
events that brought the firm’s support
to fruition: “l saw in the Philadelphia
Legal Intelligencer that Peter Hardy
had joined the RTP Board, and his firm
and mine are in the same building. I’'m
active in CREW (Commercial Real
Estate Women) and found that other
members volunteer with RTP. | was in
City Council waiting for an ordinance
and heard RTP getting a proclamation
for its work. Having all of these signals
was an omen. After my own vetting
process, | felt very comfortable
pitching RTP to the management
committee at the firm.”

© 2010 T. Vachon

haron mble

Today, the employee corkboard is full
of photographs of the firm’s experiences
during the Walnut Hill Block Build. Sharon
reported, “Everyone had a great time.
We had a variety of skills to offer. A
group of guys were taught how to hang
dry wall from a skilled volunteer and
jumped right in to do a massive amount
of work. Others focused on clean up,

painting, and restoring the street. It
was great that you didn’t necessarily
have to have a skill to be noticeably
and immediately effective. | also was
impressed by the efficiency of RTP as
well as the sense of camaraderie
within the entire block. The neighbors’
enthusiasm and desire to make their
community better was contagious.”

Two weeks later, Sharon and a
colleague ran into Dana Dabney, the
homeowner the group had helped, in
a SEPTA concourse, and were greeted
with hugs. Sharon wonders how many
times they had passed each other in
the concourse in the past and hadn’t
realized.

Remember Sharon’s affiliation with
CREW and stay tuned for BIG news on
this in the coming year.




OTS:

MEET LAURA CRIST
Age: 45

Family: Daughter, Alicia; Son,
Anthony; Mother, Kay

Education: Associate’s degree in
Allied Health, Harcum Junior College;
Certified Occupational Therapy
Assistant

Occupation: Certified Occupational
Therapy Assistant (licensed) employed
by RehabCare Group

Why She Helps RTP:
“l volunteered at all three work days
in Germantown and just loved it! The
volunteers were receptive to the OT
recommendations, and managed to
put all the modifications in place in
the short time we had to work in the
homes. The homeowners were ap-
preciative for all we did to make them
safe in their homes. RTP is such a won-
derful organization with an important
goal to assist homeowners in Philadel-
phia to age safely in place in their
own homes. | am glad to be part of
this group of unique people who give
their all to help others in need right
here in my hometown.”

REDEFINING

“SKILLED?™

THE ROLE OF OTs

OTs (Occupational Therapists) are
integral to RTP’s volunteer teams.
Enlisted by the statewide association
of OTs to be the liaison for volunteer
services with RTP, Laura organized the
OTs’ participation in both the
Germantown and Walnut Hill Block
Builds.
and Jean (“l couldn’t have done all
this without her”) ordered equipment,
problem-solved with the homeowners
and volunteers, and ensured the
modifications

After initial assessments, she

would help the

homeowners age safely and indepen-

dently in place.

Anthony Labuski, Jean DelFerro, Tina Keeny and
© 2010 B. Spicer

Laura Crist

VOLUNTEERS

MEET JEAN DelFERRO
Age: 47

Family: Mel (16-year-old dog) and
Willow (8-year-old cat)

Education: BA, Philosophy, Boston
College; MS, Occupational Therapy,
Columbia University

Occupation: Occupational Therapist
for 21 years; currently working at a
“LIFE” (Living Independently for Frail
Elderly) Program to prevent nursing

home placement for low income
older adults in North and South
Philadelphia.

Why She Helps RTP:

“Mostly because | have such great
respect for what RTP and its volunteers
do, on so many levels. | am impressed

by the spirited dedication of the
house teams, especially those that
come back year after year with such
skill and enthusiasm. | am grateful
that RTP has an appreciation for
principles of aging in place and home
safety. The emphasis on preventing
the falls that lead to accelerated
decline in function is so important.”

BNY MELLON: SUPPORTING THE RT AFFILIATE NETWORK

“We liked the ‘cut of your jib’” was
Frank Hammond’s explanation of why
his company first got involved with
Rebuilding Together. Frank Ham-
mond is a CRA Officer at BNY Mellon,
a Community Sponsor of RTP this year.
He elaborates, “As a corporate
citizen, BNY Mellon wants to invest in
communities where our employees
work and live. Targeting vulnerable
areas, our dollars support projects
focused on housing, workforce
development, and basic human
services. We make our donations
where we feel it will have the greatest

impact. Rebuilding Together enters

the picture at a critical time for the older
population, many of whom have been
independent for many years, but are
facing distressing situations in their
homes.”

Frank’s insights are based on a deep
understanding of Rebuilding Together —
Frank is President of the Board of
Rebuilding Together Pittsburgh. He was
introduced to the organization in 2004
through the Financial Services Round-
table’s national community service
partnership with Rebuilding Together.
Frank immediately got involved in more
projects first overseeing “pots

dumps” (RT Pittsburgh slang for port-a-

and

potties and dumpsters). He has been
captivated with RT ever since, using
his other skills to search for a new
Executive Director, recruit Board
members, and solicit sponsors.

Lucky for RT Philadelphia! Our
built at
national and regional conferences, is
a prime example of the RT affiliate
network in action.

relationship with Frank,

Frank has facili-
tated funding for RTs across the
Pittsburgh, Philadelphia,
Harrisburg, Montgomery County

region:

Maryland, and New York City.
Thank you Frank and BNY Mellon!




MAKE A GIFT TO REBUILDING TOGETHER PHILADELPHIA

© 2008 T. vachon [Q For the 2010-2011 Program—to be put to work immediately:

__$3,000 pays for work on an entire home

__$2,000 provides a new roof

&
A

__$1,000 buys materials to build a handi-
capped ramp

__$500 subsidizes a major plumbing repair

__ $250 equips a bathroom with two grab
bars, a handheld shower and chair, and
a toilet seat riser

__ $100 fixes basement steps (another
$25 illuminates the steps for safer
access to laundry facilities)

___ $50 replaces a door lock
__ $35 installs a handrail

___ Other
(any amount is appreciated)

7/10

U For the endowment—to build a legacy for the future. Amount of gift

Name:

Address: City:

State: Zip Code:

Work Phone: Home Phone: E-Mail:

To give on-line, visit https://www.rebuildingphilly.org/youcanhelp/htm

UNITED WAY ID #09799 EIN23-2549594
The official registration and financial information of Rebuilding Together

Philadelphia may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State
by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1.800.732.0999.
Registration does not imply endorsement.

CONTACT US:

Write to P.O. Box 42752,
Philadelphia, PA 19101-2752
Call 215.568.5044
Check out our website:
www.rebuildingphilly.org
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